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The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund provides financial support to help students overcome specific financial 
barriers to participation they face, to enable them to remain in education. To be eligible to receive a 16-
19 Bursary the young person must be aged 16 or over and under 19 on 31 August in the year of 
application. Where a young person turns 19 during their programme of study, they can continue to be 
supported to the end of the academic year in which they turn 19, or to the end of the programme of 
study, whichever is sooner. 
Students in one of the defined vulnerable groups can receive a Guaranteed Bursary via application to 
the Student Bursary Support Service. The school can provide further information on request. 
Those experiencing financial disadvantages relating to course-related costs should be supported using 
the 16-19 Discretionary Bursary Fund. Briarwood School receives an annual allocation from the 16-19 
Discretionary Bursary Fund via the Education Funding Agency (EFA).  Once these funds have been 
awarded to eligible pupils there is no guarantee that further funding will be available to support learners 
during the academic year.  
 
The 16 –19 Bursary Fund has two elements:  
 
Category One: Guaranteed Bursary (Vulnerable Groups) 
A Bursary of £1,200 a year can be awarded via Application to the Student Bursary Support Service if a 
course lasts for 30 weeks (£40 per week if less than 30 weeks) to: 
·         Young people in care, care leavers (in care for a minimum of 3 months since the age of 14). 
·         Young people who receive Universal Credit in their own name.  

 
Category Two: Discretionary Bursary 
·         The school is able to use its discretion to make awards to students in ways that best suit their 
individual needs and circumstances. Bursary awards should be targeted towards those young people 
who face financial barriers to participation in education; such as the costs of transport, meals, books, 
equipment, extraordinary course fees and transition support services. 
NOTE: students who have an EHCP, can receive 16-19 bursary if they are over 19. 
 
The school has agreed a set of priorities to identify students eligible to receive assistance through the 
discretionary bursary scheme in the following categories:  
 
A.                  Students who are eligible to receive a free school meal. 
B.                  Students facing financial barriers to participation in Post 16 educational activities can receive 

support tailored to individual needs. Appropriate evidence would be required. 
C.                  Students who have been affected by a sudden, exceptional change in financial circumstances. 
D.                 Students identified as high need using the Schools Vulnerable + Criteria. 

 
Students who meet the criteria to be considered under Category 1 can receive a bursary up to the value 
of £1,200 via application to the Student Bursary Support Service.  
 
Students who meet the criteria to be considered under Category 2 (A-D) can be allocated discretionary 
funding to assist with the costs of:  
Travel Costs associated with accessing learning 
Course equipment and materials (including IT equipment) 
Meals, Clothing 



 

Transition Support Services 
 
Awards from the Bursary Fund can be made up of payments direct to students or payments in kind to 
suppliers. Payments made from the Bursary Fund will be subject to the student meeting expected 
attendance and behaviour requirements.   Any awards considered under Category 2 will be determined 
by the student’s individual circumstances.  Please note, however, that there is a limited amount of 
funding available, therefore, awards are subject to the availability of funding. 
Payments towards educational activity, materials and equipment will be made directly to the organiser / 
supplier. 
 

Eligible 
Children Criteria for Assessment Service Received 

  In care FSM Vulnerable + 
Financial 
Barrier 

Transition 
Support 

Course 
Costs 

Meals / 
Clothing Travel Equipment 

Student A X ✓ X ✓ 500       314.88 

Student B ✓ ✓ X ✓ 250       314.88 

Student C X ✓ X ✓ 250       314.88 

Student D X ✓ ✓ ✓ 250   66     

Student E X ✓ ✓ ✓ 250     400   

Student F X X ✓ X       400   

Student G X X X ✓ 250         

TOTALS         1750 0 66 800 944.64 

          
ESFA 
Funding 
Received: 3560    Predicted Bursary Allocation:  3560.64 

          

Apr-22 1037        0 

Aug-22 2523         

          

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-bursary-fund-guide-2021-to-
2022-academic-year     
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